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c/o Stuart MOsher 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

30 Jan. 1951. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


• ^ you published the Fugio Cent varieties in the Jan. 19i*9 Coin 

1 Collectors’ Journal, you said among other things that you -would appreciate 

information relating to unlisted dies or unlisted mulings. I trust that 
this still holds good, and that the presence of such discoveries may serve 
as some part of an apology from me for intruding on you. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Mosher, I have spent considerable time 
on rthe National Collection, formerly the Mint Collection, and can report 
the following varieties of the Fugios including one nev; die which I believe 
might well be published (if indeed it has not been shown elsewhere in a 
sequel to your well-constructed listing): _ 

#^9 of Mint Catalogue 1911* lists a pattern, ^ur^Nol 1-CC, in copper. This 
piece is missing. A 

Of the regular issue: 

13-X. (Two specimens.) 

Obv. new. Rev. B, cracked as described. 

Obv. described: FU too close. 8 incomplete at rt. top. Center of orna¬ 
ment over center of I. Similar to your obverse 11 but, 

, w the differences: ( 1 ) ^oth IDs recut at rt. top 

(No diecracks) rt. ton of N considerably higher than E also; (1*) 

In accessions to the collection, not displayed: 

8 -B. * 

18-U. 

13-R. Two specimens. 


the following Trill 
low&Ln BUSINESS 
H12§: H6J: M6. 
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Double-checking having failed to prove that this obverse above-described 
is identical with any described by you, I feel justified in saying this is 
a new variety and worth your notice. I wonder, incidentally, if any other 
purported unlisteds have been reported? If so, would it be asking too much 
L«ri, ^ to hear about them? It would seem that this series has been unduly neglected, 
" s ^ nd th at 1S a shame if we can't find even the dies Crosby knew about. I 

^ ~ f Y- r , "*> 3 have never yet seen an auction sale catalogue that listed Fugios by your 

( t-j - : nwnbe rs. Yet it would appear that some varieties are quite rare and worth - 

• ^ ^ell over catalogue, besides the famous one N.ll-A, especially if anything 

l*hJA / Cr < S a !L-? e ^ dged b Y Mr « B oyd's examples being so worn. Incidentally, has any 

10 lurther light been thrown on the question of Fugio patterns by Crosby's 

v, Vi discussion of the hub impressions for these in the Dr. Hall collection see 

‘ :i H 'y t (i f Arner * Jou T* of N^ianatics, 1902 . January p.76 and following. ??? It may 
te, C tTur * be hhere (I have no copy at hand) that the presence or absence of ITITED * 

1 t rp ' J?Wr ^STATSS * on the central ring on a die is decided, for instance. Again, 

C /«!/ 0ne thing yoU might have mentioned in descriptions: Obv. 5 resembles the 
r..' J2y* pattern obverse ID 3 in having the extra large ornaments OUTSIDE the sundial. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Walter Breen January 16, 1992 

ATW 417, Room 3 

Infirmary 

5325 Broder Blvd. 

Dublin, CA 94568-3309 


Dear Walter, 


Now that I have your address I can write to you. I did leave a phone 
message at your home when your problems arose. 

I am deeply distressed at the physical abuse you suffered and hope 
you recover quickly and completely. 

Your problems enabled many of us to talk about your ability and our 
respect for your life of accomplishment. It showed me how many understanding 
people there. really are among those who know you or your work. 

I wanted to thank you for your frank and helpful comments to me in 
Chicago as to the ANS-Clapp-Sheldon cent matter. Any other information you may 
know about it I would appreciate learning. Perhaps you could write me anything 
you think could help ANS with respect to the theft or knowledge of it by you or 
others etc. 


I think of you often and wish you well. 


Your friend of over 40 years, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 6, 1991 


Mr. Walter Breen 
Box 352 

Berkeley. CA 9M70I 
□ ear Walter: 

I am sorry to know of your problems and want to express my feeling of sadness. 

You and I have had over MO years of pleasant and stimulating exchange of numismatic 
thoughts, and I know that will continue. 

If there is any way in which you think I might be of help to you. please do not 
hesitate to ask. I believe there are many who feel as I do. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 
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Attempt to transcribe first draft of Breen Letter 
of May 1, 1992 based on photocopy. Bold print represents additions 
or corrections to Kleeberg transcription. 


Walter Breen, ATW 417 
5325 Broder Blvd. 

1 st DRAFT Dublin, CA 94568 i -3309 

May 1, 1992 

Jack - This fulfills a promise I made you. The version sent has 
had minor editing/polishing. 


Dear Ted, 

Good to hear from you. 

I just returned from Highland Hospital in Oakland, where the 
oncologist Dr. Cutting (with that name he should have been a 
surgeon !) checked me up & prescribed pain pills and Lasix (the 
latter for swelling feet & ankles, which he attributed to liver 
disease from the cancer). On April 3 Dr. Cutting, reviewing my 
chart, had told me: 1) further surgery is not an option 2) cure is 
not an option; 3) neither radiation nor chemotherapy will prolong 
my life more than doing nothing; 4) liver cancer will most likely 
do me in before metastasis makes other organs deadly; 5) the only 
remaining medical option: [pollistion] , primarily pain control, 
more liver symptoms have begun. (So far, no jaundice: there is 
still time to write and edit.) He refused to estimate how long I 
have left; though the family doctor, without seeing me or my chart, 
going strictly by hearsay, gave me six months. 

The obviously best procedure would be compassionate release: 
adeguate pain control in terminal cancer is impossible behind bars. 
That will reguire orders from Judge Perez in Santa Monica, and from 
Judge Stanley Golde in Alameda County, with the consent of the 
D.A.'s in both Santa Monica County and Alameda County. My attorney 
Bob Chrein (in Oakland), has letters from Dr. Harness (head surgeon 
of the team that removed my tumor on 3/17/92 at Highland Hospital) 
and Dr. Cutting, testifying to inoperable metastatic liver cancer; 
certain to prove fatal. The Alameda County D.A. had originally 
agreed to compassionate release in the event that the tumor was 
malignant but later reversed his decision, without giving reasons. 
(Name sounds like Bob "Alio'’ - I don't know correct spelling.) I 
wish to God I could believe that a few words from you in the right 
places could expedite compassionate release orders ! Clearly as 
a terminal cancer case confined to a wheelchair, I am neither an 
escape risk nor a danger to society; I would necessarily remain at 
home (except when driven to doctor's appointments etc.) writing and 
editing until terminal agony begins, the later treatable by heavy 
sedation/painkiller medicines in a hospital, probably either 
Herrick or Alto Botes Hospital in Berkeley, or at least one in 
Stanford. 



So such for bleak prospects. Facing the certainty of early 
death has changed my perspective on so much: what previously seemed 
important, even crucial, no longer matters. ( Compare the poem 
Paradox enclosed.) What still important: keeping in touch with 
friends and loved ones; and finishing professional writing 
commitments, not limited to the Early Cent book, but including 
current projects on silver dollars and other topics. My daily 
prayer: "Dear God - May I be spared to finish my work. (At home 
this include the revised edition of ray 1988 EoqyglQ p fij Ua? behind 
bars, it can't: no access to my files of specialized publications, 
correspondence, coin photos, etc.) Desperately ill or no, writing 
& editing will continue. 

[.) I cannot [... ] need to & JC not, your grievance .. . 

reason for ... ] About our friendship, my chief regret is lack of 
ongoing contact. (The gaps in the Early Cent Book will be most 
apparent in die states - these require much direct comparison of 
high grade examples. Maybe sometime next century ? a later 
researcher can accomplish that, maybe not.) 

About your quandary anent the missing Clapp-ANS-WHS early 
cents: of course the discovery grieved you; how could it not ? 
Nobody is accusing you of complicity; you bought WHS's cents in 
1872 in good faith. The villain is clearly Dr. Sheldon: [.... ] 
than I had [...] even when I previously -see 'Head of AE [feet 
of clay] [ convincing. Eric Newman's proposal specified that 
current possessors of these coins be permitted to keep them until 
death but then bequeath them to ANS. As the value of the coins has 
increased astronomically in the ensuing 45+ years, clearly the 
paper value of such a recovery by ANS greatly exceeds your 
investment in them. A good tax lawyer could probably make a case 
for a massive tax abatement/exclusion/ whatever it is called, 
whether the coins go to ANS by gift/exchange or by bequest. The 
precedent so established could apply to other EAC friends who 
retain any of these coins. That ANS made no complaint until Del 
Bland's researches established WHS's crime is { unsurprising ?} 
Nobody else had compared their holdings to Clapp's photos. 

End of photocopy of letter. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Walter Breen ATW 417 


June 12, 1992 


5325 Broder Blvd. 

Dublin, CA 94568-3309 

Dear Walter: 

I was very pleased to receive your letter of June 5, 1992 and 
will answer it in separate sections. 

As to the REN-ANS situation involving 40-odd US cents which 
REN retains, I telephoned Jack Collins promptly and he agreed to 
send me copies of the REN letter to you and your first draft of the 
reply. You indicate however that you did reply to REN over a month 
ago and have had no further communication from REN. 

It may be difficult for REN to see this matter from the ANS 
point of view because REN at the time of his purchase of the 
Sheldon collection and for a long time afterward was apparently 
without any knowledge of the devilment. In March 1992 he sold his 
early cent collection for an enormous price to Eric Streiner except 
that REN retained the ANS pieces. Thus I feel REN wants to return 
the ANS pieces but is worried about its affect on others who held 
ANS pieces and possible claims of holders against those from whom 
the pieces were acquired. I have suggestions which I believe can 
resolve all of this for everyone in a compromise. You know what 
I said in August 1991 at the EAC meeting in Chicago because my 
earlier letter proposition to EAC was not distributed to its 
membership. I have some new ideas for the compromise and I hope 
I can get REN, ANS and a couple of others to agree to work them 
out. I will explain this to you in detail if you can arrange to 
let me telephone you. You can be of great help in advising me or 
REN in this matter as everyone would respect your opinion as you 
are an unbiased sound thinker with no conflict of interest. I hope 
there is a way for you to participate further. 

I will contact you further as soon as I digest what Jack is 
sending me. 



cherish our sustained and wonderful friendship and hope it 


thrives long into the future. 


One of your many friends. 



Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Walter Breen ATW 417 


June 12, 1992 


5325 Broder Blvd. 

Dublin, CA 94568-3309 

Dear Walter: 

At the end of your letter of June 5, 1992 you asked for 

clearance by me of your use in the silver dollar book of some of 
the material I wrote in America's Foreign Coins (1964). Both Oscar 
and recently Raphael are gone and would have been delighted to have 
something in their book reused. It was a pleasure for me to help 
edit it, to furnish illustrations and to write the introduction. 
As far as I am concerned you can use whatever you want. Thanks for 
asking. 

I am writing up a short listing and description of early 
American copper coins published in 1838 by Dr. James Mease of 
Philadelphia which I had never heard of until recently. I am also 
writing the history of American counterfeit coin detecting devices 
and also the history of the $ sign. So you see neither of us ever 
stops numismatic writing. 

The balance of your letter is separately responded to. 


Your lifelong friend 



Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Walter Breen ATW 417 June 24, 1992 

5325 Broder Blvd. 

Dublin, CA 94168-3309 

Dear Walter: 

Thank you for your June 18, 1992 letter. 

You queried as to whether any colonial notes had a Dos Mundos 
insignia. The Maryland issues of 1767, 1770 and 1774 have small 
Carolus dollars on them, the $1 (4s 6d) has one and the $2 (9s) has 
two. No other denominations have that insignia. The only use of 
the dollar as a monetary unit prior to the Revolution was Maryland 
beginningin 1767 and a small change issue of Massachusetts in 1750. 

I am sure Ted Naftzger feels you are neutral on the Clapp cent 
matter. I feel he is still upset over the situation he found 
himself in and hope he will do the lofty thing now. It is sad that 
he determined to sell his early cent collection except for a group 
of those ANS claims. I wish I could talk to him directly. He is 
and has always been respected so much as a co llector. 

My home telephone number in case you wish to 

call. I prefer not to talk about the Clapp cent matter until I get 
some information I am now waiting for. If they release you then 
you can call to help celebrate. 

My wife and I are going in September to see the Kurds in 
eastern Turkey. As we explain these things to our friends we say 
we don't mind a little machine gun fire but we tend to side step 
areas where artillery shells are falling. 

We all keep cheering for you. 

Your 



Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310$ 


Walter Breen ATW 417 June 30, 1992 

5325 Broder Blvd 
Dublin, CA 94568-3309 

Dear Walter: 

Jack relayed to me your interest in finding the source of Dr. 
Heath's illustration of the 1794 dollar mentioned in the Rice 
article in the 1895 Numismatist as being Boston 1871. I have 
looked everywhere I could and I may have some results. Assuming 
that the citation by Rice was more or less correct I checked AJN 
with no luck, I checked Mason in 1871 which was Philadelphia then 
& Boston later, I checked Prosk^y catalogs, Scott catalogs etc. I 
have someone checking Kuriositie Kabinet publication (Boston). 

First I send you the 1874 AJN item about the 1794 dollar when 
it first appeared. That is an extra. 

I have found a Skinner catalog from Boston dated 1892 but it 
is a fifteenth edition. If certain editions skipped years the 
publication could go back to at least 1871. The lower curl is 
between the lowest two stars on the left but points inward. Could 
Heath have furnished this for the original edition ? 

Other woodcuts of the 1794 dollar are from New York such as: 

New York Coin & Stamp (Proskey) has a curl pointing between 
the lower two left stars (enclosed) 

Scott has the lower curl touching the second lowest left star 
(enclosed) 

The cover of an 1878 Scott with same cut as NY Coin & Stamp 

Dickeson I presume you are familiar with and is from 
Philadelphia. I also find an 1892 Steigerwalt catalog from 
Lancaster, PA with the identical cut that Skinner used. 

If I learn more I will promptly send it. 

Now for you to read something new I enclose a 1785 U.S. Mint 
proposal to make $1/3 and $2/3 dollar silver coins. I never have 
heard of this and will write it up. I came across it by 
serendipity. It was written by William Barton and was sent to 
Columbian Magazine by B. who is John Beale Bordley. Is this new 
to you ? 

I hope the 1794 dollar matters help. 



Eric P. Newman 


cc: Jack Collins 
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Ten Dollars —1849, beaver, Oregon Exchange Co. Val¬ 
ues, $11 to $13• 

Five Dollars—1849, beaver, Oregon Exchauge Co. Val¬ 
ues, $6 to gif 11 / 







Twenty Dollars— 1849. Values, $21 to $40. 

Five Dollars—T hree varieties, 1849. Values, $5.15 to $ 9 . 


United States Silver Coins. 


One Dollar. 


1794- . 

1795 3 leaves under each wing. 

1795 two other varieties. 

1796 large or small date. 

1797 either variety. 

1798 13 stars. 

1798 IS stars. 

1798 coat of arms on reverse. 

1799 over 1798. 

r 799 5 stars facing head. 


Good. 
$30 00 
1 40 



1 10 


3 00 


Uncirc. Proof. 
$250 OO 


4 80 

7 OO 



1799 6 stars facing head. 

1800 . 

1801 . 

j8o 2 either variety. 

1803 large 3 . 

1803 small 3. 


Good. Uncirc. Proof. 


gl 10 
I 10 

I 25 
I 25 

I 20 

r 50 


$5 00 


5 00 



9 00 
10 00 




























CATALOGUE 


OF A 

$12,000 COLLECTION 

OF 



For Sale by CHAS. STEIGERWALT, 


130 East King. Street, Lancaster, Pa. 


No. 28. ESTABLISHED 1878.''’ January, 1892. 



REMARKS. 

Please Read. Send orders early to prevent disappointment. Do not 
order anything you have not a. reasonable expectation of buying if found 
correct, andaeturn anything not desired as soon as possible after receipt of 
goods. Some of the coins, etc., in this list are out on approval now, but are 
included, as they may be returned. Coins sent on approval to responsible 
buyers. Remittances should be made by Money; Order, Postal Note, Regis¬ 
tered Letter, Check or Draft. Don’t send stamps of high values. Address 
'all letters plainly, and make;money, orders, jetc., payable to Chas. Steiger- 
walt, 130 East King Street, -Lancaster, Pa. • 

Note. This collection is particularly choice, and is the largest ever offered 
forsale at fixed prices. It contains many gems, and all the rarities in' the U. S. 
silver and copper sedes, 1 except the 1804 dollar, In addition will be found 
choice lines of paper morfily, fo'reign .gold,"silver and copper coius, ancient 
coins, medals, numismatic books, curios, etc. The prices have been made 
very low. 






UNITED STATES DOLLARS. 


1888. Proof Set. 4.00. 

1889. Proof Set. 4.00. 

1890. Proof Set. 3.50. 

1891. Proof Set. 3.50. 

1892. Proof- Set. 3.50. 




United States Dollars. 

1194. Very fine. An unusually even impression: stars, head and 

date well struck, as is also the reverse. 125.00. 

1195. Flowing hair. Very handsome specimen with semi-proof 

surface. Uncirculated. A gem. 35.00. 

1195. Flowing hair. A beautiful specimen. Barely touched. 
Mint lustre. 15.00. 

1195. Fillet head. Uncirculated. Proof surface. 15.00. 

1795. Fillet head. Shows scarcely a trace of circulation. Sharp 

and with considerable lustre. 30.00. 

1195. Fillet head. Almost equal to last. 20.00. 

1196. Large date. Quite fine. 5.00. 

1796. Small date. Very fine. 7.50. 

1797. Seven stars facing. Very fine. 1.50. 

1191. Six stars facing. Uncirculated. Brilliant mint lustre. 
35.00. 

1197. Six stars facing. Very fine. 1.50. 

1798. Fifteen stars. Small eagle. Fine. 10.00. 

1798. Thirteen stars. Small eagle. Very fine. 1.50. 

1798. Large eagle. But little circulated. Some lustre. 3.00. 

1799. Flee stars facing. Fine. 5.00. 

1199 over ’98. But little worn. 3.00. 

1799. Strictly uncirculated. Brilliant mint bloom. 5.00. 

1800. Barest touch of circulation. Brilliant mint bloom. 8.50. 

1801. Very fine. Considerable lustre. 1.50. 

1802. Uncirculated. Brilliant mint bloom. 25.00. 

1802. Barely touched on most prominent parts. Mint bloom. 
10.00. 

1802 over ’01. Scarcely a touch of circulation. Brilliant mint 
bloom. 15.00. 




New York Coin & Stamp Co., 11 West 30th St., New York 


SILVER DOLLARS 




1794 §25.00 to 75.00 

1795 1.50 to 2.25 

1796 1.50 to 3.00 

1797 1.50 to 3.00 
1798 Small eagle on reverse(like cut) 2.00 to 

1798 Heraldic eagle on reverse 1.25 to 

1799 Five stars on right side 2.00 to j 

1799 Six stars on right side 1.25 to 

1800 $1.25 to 1.75 

1801 1.50 to 300 

• 1802 • 1.50 to 2.50 

1803 1.50 to 2.50 

1804 no authentic ORIG INALS ever 
All are frauds of one. or another kind. 


3.50 

1.75 

.3.00 

1.75 



None ever coined in 1804. 

Picture of the -“Alleged 1804 Dollar” 

The obverse die for this piece was made about 1835 
bj 1 " Gobrecht, and was used up to about 1860 whenever 
required. Therefore not considered a legitimate issue. 




TIJIS CATALOGUE GIVES '.THE '.11ARKETTVALIJE OF -EVERY AMEIt 
ICAN SILVER.COIN; AN!) A LARGF/NUMBER 0^ FOREIGN « 
ONES' IN VARIOUS DEGREES OF PRESERVA 
TIOlj, CAREFULLY COMPILED FROM / 

. .RECENT AUCTION SALKS. 


. NEW:YORK: , A 

.SCOTT & COMPANY, 146 >ULTON STREET, 


18 78 
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proceedings. Mr. Harvey’s modest and hearty remarks, communicating some 
fr the facts connected with the fortunes of the medals, were listened to with 
profound attention. The precious gift was most gratefully received by the 
Society, and after a few words of interest from Messrs. Charles Francis Adams 
p.nd Leverett Sal to ns tall, the case was committed to the trust of the cabinet 
keeper, Mr. William S. Appleton, with instructions to have prepared for it a 
silver plate recognizing the contents and the name of the generous donor from 
whom it was received. 

The president also presented to the society some old coins and a consid¬ 
erable package of currency , of an ancient date, that failed of keeping current 
The cabinet keeper was instructed to keep it carefully as “ a reserve/’ and not 
(o allow it to get into circulation again. — Evening Transcript ' April 2 - 
. 1874 - • ’ 

[The ah>ov e medals were.shown to the Boston Numismatic Society at their meeting in May 
1870, by Mr George \\. Pratt, through the courtesy of Mr. Peter Harvey. They comorised the 
•following: that presented to Washington, commemorating the evacuation of Boston (the most 
prominent), those given to A\illiam Washington, Nathanael Greene, Anthony Wayne Horatio 
G ff,’ J ° h T n Eagar Howard, Daniel Morgan, De Fleury, John Stewart, Benjamin Franklin ( 1786 ) 
and the Libei tas Americana, all in silver. — Ed.] J ^ ‘ ’ 


DOLLAR OF 1794 . 

. , Un " ed S™s Coinage. Some of the dollars now coining at the Mint 
5 Unhed States, have found their way to this town. A correspondent 

Spanish Tn the i e f‘!u 1S ha 'T y ester 4y If s weight is equal to that of a 
irSt^ b ■ ‘ ie , metal appears finer. One side bears a head, with 
flowing.tresses, encn-cled by Fifteen Stars, and has the word “ Liberty ” at 

imioSlT/ h T/ te ’ c 94 ' / the b a tto y- , 0n the reverse is the Said Eagle, 
AmirtT Tl ° T ■?” w ^. r ° und , wl . llch are the words “ United State*of 
w Unh H L e fW !? 7 e i !, ,ndented ' 111 which are the words " One Dollaf 
'eur- h'ntd m,d p d( r ents - The tout ensemble has a pleasing effect to a connois- 
iU bold// touches of the graver are too delicate, and there is a want of 
■ v - E Ca-T/PiTT which 1S necessary to durability and currency.— 

and ,he •«» 0f “ ***** of '«***».* accounts 


TAPANESE COINS. 
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count of his jhorridormjes. With 
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great attention 

Garden, whijjHie explained to him 
the.terms^flpardon iijrjd falvatioa 
propof^rln the Gofptf,; and feem. 
ed t^r die in the humbtU hopes of 
n/rcy,j throilgh the pl-fufticicnt' 
/merits 6f a Rjedeemcr.1l 


ghter Judith being with* 
waXnot tried, and the two 
Tons, DavidNahd John Dutartre, 
about eighteen ibhd twenty years of 
age, having bccharfo tried and con¬ 
demned, continnbd hdlcn and rc- 
ferved, in hopes of hecing thofe 
that were executed rifeXfrom the 
dead, but being.difappointed, they 
became, or at lead feared to be¬ 
come, fenfible bif their crrorXand 
were both pardoned. Yet’noting 

afterwards one oH them relapfed \u\ , .. . 

to the fame fridre, and murdkred\of fana’ticifmj in whfcjij feven per- 
an innocent pcrhpn, withouj/either lbms loll their 1 lives ; ohj-was killed, 
n? provocation or previous cmatfrcl, and . twcKwere murdered, arid four ac- 
5 for no other reafqn, a^dte confeffcd, ciited\hr tln| murdtri] A Ggnal 

hut that God hsGxomrnar.ded him and myhmchloly inflate of the 
fo to do. Remg a fecond time weakness andJfrailty ojpuraanna- 
brought tcy/truj, he was found'' tu.re, and to whnt gidd)JIhcights of 
guilty oPmurderj and condemned, extravagance ancNmadfif?, an in- 
xMA/Garden attended him again flamed imagination wfil I 
ocr the feconclj fcntencc, ; and ac- ■ fortunate mortals. 

■ Vo/".3. -A/o : : j.. I Aj 
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^ Thu*, ended' that tr^ical fccne 


To the Editor of the Columbian Is Tagazin rl.- 


ip 


Jcarry ua- 


ifii 

ill 


; SIR, ;| 

• The following pj4n was drawn by a gentleman of this city, rfdd fuhmit- 
ted to the confederation of Congrefs. Though It has not betji adopted, 

! there aremany’judicious perfons wlvoconfider it, at lead, equ^l, to tbcfyf- 

tem which has^een eflablifhed, and therefore wifhj through the medium 
: ofypur publications, to preferve it for future obfervation and tnl. Ithuscc- 

' er been prrnttjl in any,other form, than hand-bills, for private fatis- 
| fadlion, and rrjdy, upon that account^ .be acceptable to m$ly of your 
readers. I arn^ Sir, your humble fervant.i . 1 if- ' i V i B.‘ •; 

| Outlines.^/ a#Lixferthe EJlalUJhmchi ef\a Mint, fur ,/lr United 
i ' ' u SjrATEs y humbly fubmi\tedto ConcIress. ] j 

I F the white inhabitants' of the that which is already intfii country) 
■United States be computed at a 'coinage In that metft to the 
j three millions, dtid fix-perfons be amount of 50,too doltfrS per an- 
I reckoned to a family (which Is a num, will be I'equlredj jinountlag,' 
! reafonable .eftimate) there are In- at the termlnallonSTH^i years, to 
tne American empire500,000 heads’. 500,000 dollaW, or o^foollar for 
; ° f l ' : 0 -V V=---: ! -l=' . .'■ each family i 

' : ■ . owing -^-Z/i, of .n dollar, la confidcr).tion t 

i 01 "’' t ? d a F h cf.there, ; an-- lat!oii, during 
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Six* Tnvrrrr 250 

" 4 b 

dolls, per ann. 

Uwr 

O 

O 

Four do. at two cut- 
ting-prefles, each 

200 dolls.perann. 

I 200 

One porter, per ann.. 

25O 

Firewood and candles, 

166 

Extra cxpenccs— 

fuppofe 

93 
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[ g'portion to filver coin 
‘I ijlV copper com bears m 
ft BriSoLfor the BrittfK tower 
ii' blfpence pafs 20 per cent, above 
li I thtlfralue, at 90 to the dollar, and 
pj thur weight is 6 d e Mts* h^ r * . 
ill AttbeForegoing rate, 101,954/^- 
fii avoirdupois weight of copper will 
male the value of 50,000 dollars 
| a coin. But, as about one-fourth 
of the weight of the fheet-coppcr 
would, in cutting out the coin, be 
reduced to fizel or fhreds,—and, as 
fuch, unfit to be employed at the 
mint,— one-third more of'copper 
in Greets would be required, name¬ 
ly 135,9385/5/. weight, for the 
coinage of 50,000 dollars value. 

• Eftimatingtbefhcet copper at a 
outrtcr dollar per M. weight the * Ai»y- 
coft of it would be 33,984^ Clerk to do. -- 

dollars.' „ Calhierofthernintjdo 

The following flatement will 
Ihew the advantages to be derived 
from this coinage, viz. 

Dollar goih 


Expcnces of coinage 39,294 
From which de -1 
duef the value of | 

33 . 984 : 4 . w h°f> 6; 79 4 

iizel, ehimating ; 
it at ths. dollar I 

per lb. J 


60 

3 ° 

60 

60 


mint oirict. 
Direftorof the mint, 
per ann. 

Clerk to do. do. 

* AflTay-maQcr do. 
' do. 


do. 


Flrfl cod of the cop* 
per, # ^ 

Rent of the mint, 
per annum, 
Maflcr-worker, do. 
Two moueyers, at 
two coining-prefTcs, 
each 400 dolls, per 
annum, 


33*9*4 


6d 


Clerk to do. 

Totalcxpenccs ofcoin 
age, per ann. 

Clear profit, after oe- 
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of the fame, 
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annually, ; 

By the foregoing,' tiUmate it ?p- 

“f that up Icfs a fum .»«? 
\c.coo dollars might be paid, an¬ 
nually- into the $ 

United States, daring, the p.eri^ 

”r .i 
























50,coo dollars ; (value in copper) commencement of tiJ ! ' 
each year. By this means, alfo, are) ft m.X hi 1/°^ ^ 
the .. fu ' n of ! 6.0.5^, dollars thekrefliof oAh/f t'** 
would be annually added, fur ten the copper toFna« ■ W a 

. years fucceffiveljr, to the circiilat- :| One hunlrrd ? 'l l J r , 

' .ngmcd.um of; the United States, piece, of fiT 'I ' 1 ^ 

fent abroad, Jen all th ccjp-r -ajicb of piece, L h A jl To C "^' 
the coinage hquin bcfidcs dollar, n’.Vht he m i l • Vs ' i ‘ c( 1 

the value of 6,|p 4 ^ dollar, in the fame ndlt Arcm ill)-' 0 C -° lni! 
copper (the Jzel) per annum ; y’iar; by tl,f nut V T j" ^ 
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12e value o: tnc ■ 

redlinings iierling per ounce, is 
1 (hillings 10,V. «ry nearly. The 
mrent value of the Enguili half 
‘ lyx*. piece, coined, is 2 /. 67 . fieri - 
and the value of the fame, as 
(7 , is 2 s. 5 </.yr itcrling. The 
value of the' Englifh filling - 
j;,,,, is 12.-7'. iierling : the value 
i.7 E-///V; is i herling, and the 

weight 2 C-iv- urs. The fland- 


urn 


if, 11 '- u* uic lterung 

flandard, weight for weight in / 7 - 
trr coin, the coinage of the plat? 
otauhTUrgoll 2 per centr : '*0'"-ciO ■ 
If the Englifh filver coin in cir¬ 
culation amongfl 113, which 1*3' all 
exceedingly deficient in. weight, 
were to pafs for rio more than its/;;* 
trirfic value, as bullion, the further 
importation of fuch light filver would 
be prevented ; and confiderable fums 
of it, already in the country, would 


v&tor Jlcrling fiver plats is l 1 
lodwis. of fine filver and lodrvfs. be carried to the mint for recoinage, 
of alloy, to the pound weight Sir Ifaac Newton obferves, in his 
troy: and, for ferling flyer coin 


2dints. of line filver and 
iMwts. of alloy, to the pound 
troy ; which has been the ftnndard 
for Giver coin in England, fince the 
43d of Elizabeth. . Fine filver, 
then, is to iierling filver bullion or 
plate as 240 to 230 ; and to the 
Britifh coined filver as 240 to 222 ; 
confequently an Englifh crown piece 
is to iierling uncoined filver, in line- 
nefs, as 222 ; to 230 ; and there¬ 
fore 96-i-y§ parts of iierling filver 


bullion, and parts c0 PP er 


make 100 parts of metal pf the 
fame flandard, with rcfpecl to nne- 
refs, when bleudtd together, as 
the Englifh crown-piece.- 

If, then,- the fu;n of 150,000 
dollars fhould be coined, in filver, 
from metal of the ferling bullion 
Jlandardy there mud be mixed with 
10,508/^.3 sm 0 dint. 7 gr. i 6-Pf§w/. 
tffuch filver, an alloy of 378/^. 
8 or, 2 diuts. 4 gr. 3^-§ v f lT0 J 
weight, in .copper, amounting, m 
ihe whole, to ic& 86 / 7 .,» 3 

dwts. 1 2 gr. . 

The faring an the coinage of the 


reprefentation to the lords of the 
treafury refpefliug the coin, that 
in tbe lad year of King William, 
the louis d’ors of France, which 
were worth but 17 (hillings and 
three farthings, iierling, a-piece, 
paffed in England for 17;. 6 d. flcr- 
ling. Of this he gave notice to the 
lords of the treafury, in confequcnce 
of which the king iffued his procla¬ 
mation, declaring they ihould go 
but for 17/. and -thereupon, fays” 
Sir Ifaac, they came to the mint,, 
and £. 1,400,000 were coined out of 1 
them. Had Congrefs a coin of 
their own, the current value of 
foreign coins might be regulated by ; 
proclamation. , 

All perfons, bringing filver bul¬ 
lion or plate to thc^mint, ihould be.' 
obliged, as in England ,yo receive 
one-tenthpart of the value in cop- ; 
per coin ; provided the fums, fo 
brought, be under one hundred • 
pounds, at the rate of 7 s. 6 d. to the 
dollar. ' 1 - 

COLD jCOIN* 

Fine gold \i to Englifh crown-geld t 
as 12 to 11. The Englifh dandard 


Com of i jo.oeo dollars out of Her-.. hr gold 1 6.21 carats fine-; or 31 p^. 
ling Giver bullion, In preference to of line gold and tjvo pan. of cop- 
the recoinage of Iierling Giver mo- per t whtch Umg tn.xcd together, 
ley, or other coin of the fame hoc- » cdeemed fhc rut Iggf f 
. nef., would be about 478° dollars; rcUco.n : *ut gold ....not tit Jlun- 
after dedudlng the value of I the iari, isjiker 11. 
j ^Uqy,V Should the mint, therejore,^^ _;• __T _ ^ 


1 Gold 









Gold of thBj hnencfs is wortli, 
here £§/&• of a;'dollar, per penny- 
weight; and all French, Spanifh, 
Britifh and Portuguefc gold coin, 
is received and pil'd, in Philadelphia, 
at that rate. \ 

twelve ounces of gold are coin¬ 
ed into 44 -f Englifir guineas, each 
weighing 5 The amount 

44^ guineas is 207-^-.Tr dollars ; 
which fum being divided by 12 
(the number of ounces of gold in 
44? guineas) leaves a quotient of 
1 7 ~r^Ah f dollaibj, equal to the pre- 
fent It an da rd pi ice of gold, in Bri- 
tair:. But gol { being wtmh $%ths 
of a dollar, peripennyweight, here ; 
a guinea, if varied at 4 «°tks dol¬ 
lars, ftiould weigh only 5 d<ivts. 
6 grs. At the fame rate, a gold 
coin, whofe current value; with us, 
Philadelphia] \ Augujl 22,' 1785* 


would be 5 dollars, Should 


/•■U'/a I 5 firs. 




If gold pieces, equj 4 to five dol- 
■irs, each, [ were t|; be R rl g 


1 J | Ki uCX 

50,003 of t.hefe might be coined’ 
m four months, by t!U f amc curn ? 
ber of hands and at tire f a [ ne 
pence, proportioned !fo the time 
tha't the lilvcjr or the copper coinage 
would require ; which: .would make 
the charge thereof bui< one per cent! 

Hence it [appears, ijh'at the Era 
of io,ooo jdollars, hnfing, f roa 
the coinage j of coppck and pap: 
Lie annually into the tifcafury of the 
United States, woulfl; defray the 
charges of j coining! the fum of 
150,000 dollars in* lilver, and 
250,000 dollars in gojd, eachyeaq 
.according to the* plaft herein pro^ 
k pofed. 


T : h e re 


every 


T A I L E R, h 
WRITER of a periodical Authors of 

T-T T pC < ' :cdY am - ves t0 h ’ 3 v : cry fond oUceb ; 
b.rd or fourth n limber, before drow- lazy votaries 
i.rters overtake, him; when he palace of fl Cc ., „ luc 
cuuer.rciiiuju.ihb l,,s plan, or falls ber of the Cjods; htdever it is no 
nto a dream, byjwhtchhyis enabled to be wonde ‘ ' 

to lengthen it out a little longer. “aHquavdox 


Ji 


III. j; 

clujfi feem to be 
.. _:i{l;fome of her 
have affeked, that the 
:p is the Council cham- 


red, wh'ch we cooGder 
agnus /:.v/jk Homer us l\ 


* Can V c :.s ha%iig rcfolved j that the copner coin inK 
zoo parts 01 a dollar, .the foregoing calculations may cafily be 
1 Agreeably to th? ;forc£omr calculation-:. if E, 


a m -V »■> • . £? ;n gcalculation's may cafitv be 

i ' A S rccabl y to th? jforcgmng calculations, If ioo,6oo dol T 
mcoppcr.com, mdead of codec* it a. collar. 

S ooo dollars to CWrcU, etch Wa'r ‘ ”E n .^ Wn | 


cjooo dollars so COAgidi,' each tear ‘Xt"n™ ! newn t 1 

profit produced M ue coi.uqe hf Uooo d<fl]I^ S ^ < - ed V CCl ' ” ;° r *'* J?**”’ 'T'r' 

cold and.fiver Bail Jan collars value, m copftr) for Jhe purchafe 

iftof “.W «?i». It l,a, alfii been obftWed, dm .1 


accommo 


,• fh ;51 be in 200 : 
nodded thereto.' ' 
were to Self!ruck annually 
ere would ic a neat gain d 
n of 10 pc j cent, (fromtht 
E lk- ' .MO. 


co^ of making ccjili, from GlveTof alfl f ° ccn obfeped, that tlx 

cent, only.—the Vimpbrer of this c0,n J dT, ' laTd > would amoW to five pa 

6 per ccr.t. lhoulddicmvcn ssnEur/V ’-urn thcrc f°tV, [ccommciidj-thzt the ede 
vi carats fine, (hetj cxc~cd : -t* A ' u C ‘Z 1 Vcr » not under th*4hndafd 4 and for gold o 
V..L " “•« tu either, or Knrb ,u. r..._ r\. -^uls) which Ihoult 


CdrJt 5 r.nc. fldL' ;; • 5 ui.uci l imsJ ui.ai u ^ emu 1 u. 

be brought'to the iriint f Q ‘ C B. ? r the (uin of n.cco^ttlals) which ibot 

’chbnjcd forcoppelicoin':—dnTohHV'° “ ° dollars by any oncWon, and c 

co'nliU of money. | rifiix ' it 1 ov>cvcr » that fuchigold and fijvcr fhou'ul c 
a nd bullion v> .the^Tiinr * UD:l ^ , -wv ill hit\o a confide fEb* rfTrft. Ar brinmnz l>!i 

for the’cbiriajp,* wi^WrcFatd^ inf*''* 5 * fU j l - hcr cb ^rvable. 


ttonfidc rd Li ic efbeft, Av bringing ph: 

that if thejmctal, 

' of bcing : iii[)ortc( 

’ % 


of bcingdnhpc 

Eil 


:1, requiGi 
:ed for ti 





















Ucfif' GW'c •— 

X JdtkC*U+~J vr+J S'#aO w<st fVA/ k+A/* /*“tfee 

Cvi^ ef- Vu. ^ ffy* mVHJX wj<^ k-»^ U/. d^/'vc/ - . I'll U £" i^JkZy \ 

Is'A'h wO ^v«^3l fnr>A & £JE7 C >WT& £ L. Bi/tUff (31* U*trft& 

Avt., >)^. ?"P/ ^NfC- iooiO, Ju*x 1 : "J J;J w*Y" +Aj~yf £T w*'H^ HU v*x.t) 
^KA.jbV of "0U, o/y»>* of- ftc JVfK, .* t*U^t'Vy 3fr*~f" ^<W ivy^jTL/*o ^ M.W* W-TM- 

[Jx Wux ^6^/ri X ktfj“ ^66i'^ 7 >/ A * (^) ^ .J^l+P 

<”■ 1-*P+ S, f„ Jj».V 1 f««: <*v/,vy^4 ^ 1> sf ^Tte. ? > . J w c^ /H v^ ti 

w*^rA^ Ci m ifcu [frAX. ^ Tk jWtt*_r* /r^v- SV.TW-#/' 

^'“T* C ' L ^'i S *^ N y c - " ~&- *~ U J) X iv»J £U fc-iJ *W f.^r l^rV^ 

1| Imluvi/^ -f^,£ (W.-K*) ^ p~^',tA 

L r/ ~ 7 Ufyr^fu uM.1*) IiE? jU |. 

1 ^-* kcifr*'^ UrA. W"rAJ l/<~ 7K-n^^r^*^/ »V. v*Uf 4 tT) * clurcT) ff- 

fteU uJi^t J«XZ t ^ tlccu^^ wU< 7f*~''k fKilbjptllJi * +rt jgg^u LrJUwujlt 

d[LuJ<J ‘B . if * I"» l*v*- fi*~J VP4^ t C*JrM&Z kW. _ J 

/V^ wA«’c<_ C^/jJZ l»*A. tjtc. io i**y £0* O^ ^ 1 #/ajHT {*~~f? O^y 

^r <-4 pj^r 7 

T 4 ^*7" fvkjtc/k? . )oc/ferl UiTC C jtde+c/o — wrrU- '^ Lfj TK^ ^ 

| J/ pl VUjZZ l^U ***' ^ ^ k ^ i7 ‘ "* >™y * I U*r VC. Ur 

Afiju , ['Ufa. L/A v _ ^ nj ^<-< >^Co> Aw- -5 cr ^ +uA'c~^( 

AJJc+f/ pre ; J ^ A , /7 

^- VjdMju^pru^ 

cfv JldLOtf.Vf 
IS^ 17/3 

JVt/tfr (p?4 ; C 4 9 ^^ 

‘Jorf w> r lU^ vA^~ ^fry-c^*uS h*uf <Lr»U (r~ *nr uM, ^ > £*/ w^xir—/Mj J^oK 




,Tto 7 







$[aJ« jWCaaH. 


Vjln- $r*c — 


PG^/rtfJ •' 

c/o Tjg k C JUaS/ Sfx I7-& 
f f,vti fotz, CA 90^0 
i£ \)p~ 


'\UirJ^ fr< "Hk. .W^w.’s^ /f JiriuS. /*!ut4 

J /Ir^ll rCUw^J T**t J>oi ctf<rt*JjL iJLau, rtfi**! y*rritJZ* »f "* JJbri 

I OK tf 6 r<yf< wit*/ c K Tic or-t yJ^ru. t^rtvtr Pt/W^ W ? ' 7?4 C“ 

v |^r > c^ 1 ») m w'i* tto. Or, fc/tx drh tM . 

VrJ ^ fco/fW bltmifOKt. f,utx? t *r #*£, /V£ lff»*L K 

I ? 71 M*Jc a*M *** U^t %< o ni ^>.VOk/ 17 * ^ H<j* <M/-?''U|rsr f 

' 12 s.*/"' (iSt C\jr,'*fi'k Wo^j »/t\’UL ^ f'lv*s Jft/fC CwK»Vi/ JR* <4(C*Zt *f * 

d ''i^r-trt-f" / 7 Jf C© ** ,v»/fr 7 v&»*» *i* ^of»iV — oiK Ua^t 7 £t **/**+? f ^a<__ 

kcirj *f. Tkc &*)*! ftM ■% rf c*m-ru t Jrft *Af~kjK fcc t*i~; ft*- Bft C ksrffpto& & fs'rtt 

^ forfcK, fy 4 *'» i-uj^tn £/VE* 4 m> fkt fk*yt^ y. J'tok CM%*t 

(Lift. Hiwiitf tXiit/M Torv*J y> t Ki.fr ^ /<»-*• Avf iw *s**4*> »f ** ^o<~j 7 

[><rn[ n*t ■Jfx fliyh Wt. T^< |r**<tAxr e-K * porrf k £ ft recu/in^ **» CC J“ <k'f’^3J' 
r 1 ^ jT* £ hecAlUrtir >y*s& *. AUt^HU <o»V f*»r f* ^ /Vye< #/" 

im k* Um«T v»r<^ 4 . ,«? ^ * vtr ' **•'&) i fh r *x/^ J,clc 

f+At*i fo»^ lJx 6 ft f-*^) fr*** -thctn ~n ^/v/ «*t*V ^ £*U+Jtr f*< 

•u. /;^4 ^ C*i* . — »‘A Lc W llr+sJ-j \AJ y^. M . * 

r*P***^ ** T*^» w* 4 ^> > /Vr^/«V 4 d/k'tM . 

J, 7 /f X *«m 4 ^ m **-4iw l*U*S j ICuK r»\ JTu/a 1 / k^»u stLrff 

zb*/ nco ^*s,y w — I ^c) Fu^'st ^ <££>- siP ^ JPi'* i /W#? 

Tt**f(r*t*k+*\ 


\fidT vw< Htc Jcr*n»>'&l\'0i*j *(■ Tkl /ijfM/f* IJJV fyr*U et*«A c nj%<^ ^^ 

hzis>~j xu.fi vr.y+Lf L+Sk. U>*xj ^ t/Oi’tx-. 


rywr- H«wv ^ **■ 

U'fffc- *rutA^\jL " c/^ 4 / *J jkutlttJ drtJS* j}^ T»U. 

v\ ^ »*^ U flu **£*-*.; (u/- k/ Aj^ 4 S 'll ft. o/vr>*c*- 

v*U „ )*cA^rr *•*■ C & 17 —hr+ttEz; r +**/£/ LiC^fr r p u * g f ; *K 

It*-. |P/>* VsK/ju t\y i»w v»iK jtfi 'Vv Ilf's. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Walter Breen ATW 417 July 21, 1992 
5325 Broder Blvd. 

Dublin CA 94568-3309 

Dear Walter: 

Jack Collins forwarded to me five chapters of your 1794 dollar 
book. He asked me to make comments if I wished. I had no idea you 
were going into so much detail. I enjoyed your material immensely 
and will make more suggestions in due course. Naturally we may not 
agree on some items, but that is normal as to things on which facts 
are not clear or available. 

I wrote an article in The Numismatist on the origin of the 
first monetary unit called a dollar and Jack will send it to you 
unless you have it. It is based upon the Maryland Paper Money of 
1767. I feel your title might be changed to indicate a Coined 
Dollar or Dollar Coin. I realize you use First United States 
Dollar, but the paper money $1 of the 1779 issue was a United 
States of North America Dollar. Prior paper money issues after 
independence might be construed to be United States Dollars even 
though United Colonies were the words used on the bills. I presume 
you could exclude the 1776 Continental Currency Coin because it was 
a pattern even though I believe it was intended only for a dollar. 
The hearsay or propaganda (or leak as you put it) about it being 
for a copper coin is in my opinion impossible, inaccurate, silly 
and not even a consistent rumor. The size of the half crown is 
wrong. The one story says 96 to the dollar (12 to the l/8th 
dollar). The other story says 14 pence (whose pence were they, 
sterling, New York or Pennsylvania) and it is not stated whether 
this is to the shilling (whose shilling). Who in government would 
think of coining copper in the middle of the Revolutionary War when 
it was so needed for war. I think the rumor might have been to 
scare people into getting rid of their base halfpence at a low 
price or to try to wreck the economics of America. 

I think you may have mixed up Robert Morris with Robert 
Morris. I do not know how many people were named Robert Morris, 
but the one from New York and Philadelphia (1734-1806) who wrote 
the coinage report, hired Dudley, became Superintendent of Finance 
and went to debtor's prison must have been different from the 
Maryland Senator you mention in Chapter IV. Have someone check 
this out for you. 

When we go to Orlando in August we will miss you at the 
Rittenhouse breakfast. However I will propose a toast to you in 
any event. 

I am actually expecting that the judge will release you on 
bond so I await that action with great confidence. 



I keep hoping for a health miracle for you. 


My devotion ami respect, 

Eric P. Newman 


cc: Jack Collins 


<p|| ( t(o JdcLColl^/ 

N^« • L JV** 0»fc , CA- $02 %0 

T <lU fwJ ( ' J^7S, 1?92^ 

ptdr EnO C — 

^*l/r lrtt*T e|C JU2^ 2-1 j*/r a/ri\/V<k f^J/Vu re-^tUa y ^ »W-^ J<cA .CJJ^f } ^ 

t k W L./i. f*v »* 3 OTt/ ^ kx. **f i^h^oCw- \^rKtJr *^W- 

t'f fetdU. Prt'jt'T* i*«t 2_ ^ l r^j i^L*^ *«- (S^cjjj. 

^*r j 4 . orrtctf**/ o<- . £ kijTjyAdll al*yf/Ut' JtA. \wJj 

C/Vvlej «f r^i u^K- Wv-|K^«rf to fycii*l?rr x.y.yJty _ ^t*, h:U*d! *J 3fcs\ ~ jM*- rt*Au*) \ dS 

UfuJ, I Er/vird ; r J^ J ^ ax^K, =Sfc^^ u.-tfer & 

>frSV)Ctp-*sCr~ ifif.il >4 jtnJUr*^ w.# [&tferc#rYtUl'o~/ IrtPrf^ 

rMW jffc? . Gvrtry zJkokdxJrf A^CthW kw cwtfct U)f k y£j Tvt U c*r~ {^Ufj/iVA 

?\» 4 rf. r*.\*JL 1 >0 1 >v^ /?// fk«r~ j+C j*/t f xtA t'JisJrftopkriry i, J)*StL >A J 

(w^-c A ^ TT Ck Cr Uj Cr ^j^ ^ r<^u hc^ 1 ^/ faUjUyJ* \ [ ill Tri cr*JiX**J 

of ife j^; £ ^iU f,rM*^ l»*/ ?l+*y !r*>~ ^ oib-rf \/J 

VrOL., tfevs Tfc> -**/v*. vyu/f r*tu//r^ £ Jo *A( rxu.fn^ yj^ry rU^tA <) 

1 l^v< h>kpc«w. 'jovw' A/i/^‘fr~»foj 2 *sH <Al’> [ [rA frr^tri t roi^ 1% *1 wo IT IvujVth'-j '■j^ 

krvtt, U^rJf/jtj t>i<W 6" 

T^ Tvtiu *f- 1 *-) S *v^T >*0 clw'ttJ' r-V^^ fc«vs 'V/ ll>r* fr»^ l fLileiSf<*tj r 

VM \11 r T* jilvcr o,V/ ( | u *7 jur I ()•«! lv^jU>r tWX" 

lv*K/6i iVC^^W. ^ C4^^f.’*v.. CyOK IvX- t^Jr 1^ f Aa~< 

f-cPocrt-4 G~ Qurrc-yv-*^ ^ ^"t’ 'p-i^~r * Pi^-r L> ^ gxy w^#r-ov> ; $J~~ 

firrt~ (T jv»-j ^ jw^W hn&J, >w/)r Kct+Zt^ **L. Titk rt^ll yf/rJttj k 

rCchrycA *1 '!**-*' Cr*v^W- ^ >|ftr^W»W. 

Ow Tfcu 177 ^ c.C c^v: yv uOd M^crt^ £ ^ Ifc. j^’Kvk ^ 

jXiU-, *,&+<, fix n'vt ^ fj*o*L*k Jelior/j w<k l»yu~fc** Yj>\fcr**rtf . J 
(j yjAia) IrJl/kT 1774 flTwfa (/tOf^+ tsL //t-rt. TtLe ■Ci^J-iT' lo*sr»~. priVX?) eMs */•'#■*✓ 1^ “jk/t C#iwJ. 

•jW a^tAwtr ' ^ h>^r- wsijU“ U*r, -fc K©r4 *»A n’V ^ i*w Ua. */“ 

7 l*w CT -fr^ tt ^ [jLt*r.r*-h fj ,(- /vr-tr\'<->' U^vt. w< <^- ■> cjwjaA/Vjj L A 

</ilfc/ Tt-c Iriji* j/- 'jtvi-r tW-jX^eoA 
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p-ifc*. tt., i,J rfcoj IS~tlfo 1 ^\jt -4 jUIjL^! 1 
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°' ^77^ W*rt /NxXA. (pfl 0/ 
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Y<*^- V ? rA^iAX r VA« k ^«v<rxW*^A * AtVk e'f Coo-sX*j Cl )f 4J ' ** 

ywlJ^koflfe, |^/> r yj/ i6 j£r Wr[?]. " 7^ ^ ^ k »sli^ «S»/r^ 

\~np / WrrsxL TjrtX^ rf f*At^lLe^4^ c, ^* / ’ V*» > Bo/t*w k^re.krx^ »nr ;ivA* sbrty— 

|sA>6*. y #sMf V £?ri £r J»*». 1 «-^C ffo w/ypy Pr<r< J*-*/T*f Cjprfii^^A ' 1 /k*A 

Vt^<s> CSj^cr- k ^ Dv^ t*-j!/ Vwib'-J "»fc< I fSlict^C jVA^As ^ 5* 

. if* / "IkX* UrfAo^o N(J^ MT rr*XPritP i $) L*r<- k S*Wy^yc- 
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r V J<^A CK/w ter fcVL ^ y»xs. < 


> wj —, ' -V yw^v J ——. . 

M^vt n»o<o, [ vsrvt x»v t ^/ wwk. 


1 C 2 > k wr ^ ku^uu wvA^ulC- Pv^u- A fc- /Wdafiw —«?; >^c- 1 w^t^f 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Walter Breen July 29, 1992 

c/o Jack Collins 
Box 1753 

South Gate, CA 90280 
Dear Walter: 

I was glad to receive your letters dated July 14 and July 16, 
1992 and am glad that the information I furnished you prompted such 
interesting comments. I am glad to see that your change of address 
instructions anticipate your release. 

As to an 1871 publication in Boston you will recall that the 
Boston Numismatic Society was the publisher of the American Journal 
of Numismatics and Bulletin of American Numismatic & Archaeological 

Societies during that period. I checked it for many years with no 
success in finding a 1794 dollar illustration. The Committee of 
Publication was William Sumner Appleton, Samuel Abbott Green, 
Jeremiah Colburn and Edward Cogan was also an associate. The sale 
catalogs, writings or lists of these men should be checked for the 
illustration. John Adams book on 19th century auction catalogs 
should be checked first as to Colburn and Cogan or any other 
Bostonian catalogers. Then write John Adams for help. The price 
lists published in Boston have been checked with Remy Bourne 
without him finding anything. Did Appleton write anything ? 

I am convinced that the various later price list illustrations 
of the 1794 dollar sent to you are from electroplate cuts as they 
are used in several cities through a long period of years and must 
have been reproduced from three or so originals. 

As to the 1750 Massachusetts small change issue I enclose a 
photocopy of the page in my book. 

I am glad you are giving thought to $ problems. There are 
some articles giving its development from PS Peso pluralized with 
the S high) . By 1776 the double and then single vertical lines 
were used by a New York resident. My new research shows earlier 
use back to 1768 and I believe it was more convenient for 
bookkeeping to have the insignia on one line. I do not believe 
there is a vertical stroke representing 1 peso. The printed dollar 
sign I first traced back to 1801 and now to 1799. Then it was not 
popular in printing for several years. Its acceptance was very 
slow in the press and in governmental printed use. One thing is 
certain and that is that it has nothing to do with the pillars of 
Hercules or the ribbon around them on the coins. I have also 
traced its Portugese origin as in 80$000 Reis. 

Your comments about the distinction of the money symbols from 
standard letters by using extra bars are sound. The £ is much 
earlier than any of the others. The 0 is a mid 19th century 
development. The $ is obviously a symbol. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 


August 20. 1992 


Mr. Walter Breen 
c/o Jack Collins 
Box 1753 

South Gate, CA 902B0 
□ear Walter: 

At the Rittenhouse Society breakFast in Orlando we missed you and took the action 
indicated in the enclosed document. I was instructed to send you the handwritten 
corrected original on the 8%xll envelope with the signatures all over it. 

I also enclose typewritten copies. It was also sent in to COIN WORLD and NUMISMATIC 
NEWS. 

Raymond H. Williamson asked me over the telephone iF he could join in approving 
its content, and I have signed his name to it accordingly. 

The unanimity oF the enthusiasm oF your Fellow members in supporting this tribute 
was a pleasure to witness. 

Dave Bowers openly expressed the same Feelings to a large audience at a Numismatic 
Literature Panel Program. 


Believe it—we mean it. 



EPN:bv 


be: Ray Williamson 
Q. David Bowers 


TO: WALTER BREEN 


Your fellow members of the thirty-two year old Rittenhouse Society 
and many others who may share our thoughts take this opportunity 
to salute you and name you as the Numismatic Scholar of the Twentieth 
Century : 

For your generous contribution of knowledge through your enormous 
number of books, catalogs, and magazine and newspaper articles 
and columns; 

For the amazing breadth and depth of your extensive research 
on all phases of American numismatics; 

For your lectures and instructional guidance to, and for your 
cooperation, discussions and consultations with your fellow nu¬ 
mismatists; 

For your respect for the numismatic accomplishments of others 
and the encouragement of their scholarship; 

For your wit and enlivenment of intellectual activities; 

For your expansion of human culture through the history of money; 
and 

For your outstanding success in elevating the future of numismatic 
collecting and study to a new pinnacle of enjoyment. 

We, at the Rittenhouse Society meeting in Orlando, Florida on 
August 15, 1992 signify this respect for you, Walter Breen, one 
of our charter members. 


Q. David Bowers 
Kenneth E. Bressett 
Grover Criswell 
William Fivaz 
Alfred Hoch 
Michael Hodder 


Robert W. Julian 
Denis W. Loring 
Eric P. Newman 
Margo Russell 
Henry Spangenberg 
Craig Whitford 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 20. 1992 


Ms. Beth Deisher. Editor 
COIN WORLD 
Sidney. OH M5365 

Dear Beth: 

Enclosed is the typewritten copy of the letter to Breen, including those members 
of the Rittenhouse Society who signed it. Margo and I mentioned this to you in 
Orlando. We sent the handwritten and handsigned original to Breen with its inter¬ 
lineations and scribbled changes, as it was written on the back of an 8^X11 envelope 
for the Rittenhouse Society breakfast meeting. The item speaks for itself, but 
either Margo or I will gladly give you any additional information you may need. 

I hope this is of interest. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


c: Margo Russell 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 20. 1992 


Mr. Cliff Mishler 
Numismatic News 
700 E. State Street 
lola, Wl 54990 

Dear Cliff: 

The enclosed copy of letter speaks for itself. If you wish to publish it in your 
newspaper and need further information on the action, please contact any of us 
who signed it. 


Sincerely. 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


TO: WALTER BREEN 


Your fellow members of the thirty-two year old Rittenhouse Society 
and many others who may share our thoughts take this opportunity 
to salute you and name you as the Numismatic Scholar of the Twentieth 
Century : 

For your generous contribution of knowledge through your enormous 
number of books, catalogs, and magazine and newspaper articles 
and columns; 

For the amazing breadth and depth of your extensive research 
on all phases of American numismatics; 

For your lectures and instructional guidance to, and for your 
cooperation, discussions and consultations with your fellow nu¬ 
mismatists; 

For your respect for the numismatic accomplishments of others 
and the encouragement of their scholarship; 

For your wit and enlivenment of intellectual activities; 

For your expansion of human culture through the history of money; 
and 

For your outstanding success in elevating the future of numismatic 
collecting and study to a new pinnacle of enjoyment. 

We, at the Rittenhouse Society meeting in Orlando, Florida on 
August 15, 1992 signify this respect for you, Walter Breen, one 
of our charter members. 


Q. David Bowers 
Kenneth E. Bressett 
Grover Criswell 
William Fivaz 
Alfred Hoch 
Michael Hodder 


Robert W. Julian 
Denis W. Loring 
Eric P. Newman 
Margo Russell 
Henry Spangenberg 
Craig Whitford 




November 24, 1992 


Walter Breen #48543 Z 
BD 28, RCC 
P.0. Box 441 
Chino, CA 91708 

Dear Walter, 

Thank you for your letter. I hasten to reply so that you will receive this 
letter at the soonest possible time. Today I received your letter dated 
November 6th, 1992 and postmarked in California on November 18th, 1992. Of 
course, the letter you sent was dated this in the beginning of the letter and 
it could be that the letter was sent many days later - as the letter grew in 
size! Anyway, I wanted to let you know that I received it. 

With regard to your being named Numismatic Scholar of the Century, the 
Rittenhouse Society had its meeting at the ANA Convention, and by unanimous 
consent we agreed to prepare a resolution citing you for the fantastic 
accomplishments you have made over a long period of years. Eric Newman 
prepared this in draft form, and it was signed by Rittenhouse Society members 
who were present, plus some who heard about it but who were not present, and 
who wanted their signatures added. Within the past month or so, notice of this 
appeared in "Coin World," which is probably the citation you heard of. 

I'll send a copy of this present letter to Eric, so he'll know that you were 
surprised by the honor, as you thought that it would be Eric who would be named 
"the Researcher of the Century." Actually, I'm not sure that that specific 
terminology was used in the citation - but it might have been a headline in one 
of the numismatic periodicals. 

Your friends are all rooting for you, as you probably know from the contacts 
you have had. 

If I were to send a dollar or two to you, should a check be sent to Patrick 
once again, or what should I do? Please advise on this point. 

Within a matter of days - hopefully before the break for Thanksgiving vacation 
on Wednesday - I shall send you a printout of the section on early silver 
dollars 1794-1804. While the 1804 dollar has been covered beautifully by Eric 
Newman and Ken Bressett, the earlier years have not had as much attention paid 
to them. I have advanced a number of theories concerning die use, mintages, 
etc., and I shall send them along to you. In fact, just to get the ball 
rolling. I'll include with this present letter what I have had to say about 
adjusted mintage figures and also bifurcation. As always, if you have any 
comments to make, either send back a copy of what I send you, or please cite 
the first three or four words in the paragraph, so I can computer search the 
paragraph and find it. As you know, the printouts vary in their numbering 
sequence as I add and delete information. 



page 2 


There seems to be quite a mystery about 1796 Bolender-3, which incorporates the 
Small Letters reverse. You probably do not recall this particular variety 
where you are, without access to your notes, but a number of modern day 
collectors have suggested that this does not exist. However, one is 
illustrated quite clearly in the Spies Catalogue put out by Stack's in 1974. 

One of the things I will be doing in the next hour or two will be double 
checking the Spies plate to be sure that the obverse is not some other variety, 
and that the piece offered was not B-l or 2 (which have the Small Letters 
reverse). Curiously, none of the other major sales had a 1796 B-3. 

I shall pass the large cent information along to Mark Borckardt. 

Walter, all good wishes from me here. I always look forward to receiving your 
letters. May God bless you, watch over you - which I am sure He is doing. If 
you can think of anything I can send you or help with at this end, just say the 
word. 

Best wishes. 



cc: Eric Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 15, 1992 


Mr. Walter Breen, 2744672 
Room 8182 

P.0. Box 86164, Terminal Annex 
Los Angeles, CA 90086-0164 

Dear Walter: 

Thank you for your letter of December 1, 1992, which just reached me. 

I am very disappointed that the original of the Rittenhouse Society 
tribute never reached you. Accordingly, I am enclosng a photocopy of 
the original tribute, a photocopy of the typewritten tribute, and photocopy 
of the article in COIN WORLD concerning it. 

If you do not receive this letter, I will continue to send you photocopies 
until one reaches you. This is like sending a draft marked 4th of 
exchange," "5th of exchange," etc. until one reaches its destination. 

On the back of the original was the endorsement of Raymond H. Williamson 
who wanted to be remembered to you because of his very early friendship 
with you. I will write you later, but wanted to get this in the mail 
promptly. Make health miracles happen, as you're the one who can make 
it happen. 

Your dear friend. 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY WALTER BREEN 


(Editor’s note : Several months ago, the Editor requested certain people 
who have been prominent over the years in the numismatic and large cent 
fields through their contributions to the coin literature to forward their auto¬ 
biographies for publication in P-W and for inclusion in EAC's archives. Ray 
Williamson and Walter Breen were kind enough to respond very promptly, and 
Williamson's autobiography was published in the September issue of P-W. 

Here, now, is Walter Breen's, just as he wrote it in his own inimitable style. 

It reads like a novel, but Walter says that it is merely a very expurgated account 
of the major events in his life.) 

September 5, 1930, born, San Antonio, Texas (?). Abandoned. Foundling. 
Brought up by adoptive father, a traveling salesman, whose name I bear; 
and by adoptive mother, of whom the less said the better - suffice to say 
that she was about as fit to raise a kid like me as a chimpanzee would have 
been. 

I learned to read and write on my own, well before I was 3 years old. When 
I was 4, I wanted to know more about how the human body worked, so I 
made friends with a neighbor who was a medical student, and I borrowed his 
copy of Gray's ANATOMY, managing to understand a fair amount of it with 
his help. I also remember reading a dictionary, which meant that the way 
I talked made me a green monkey among the pink monkeys in the orphan¬ 
age in later years. The Walter Damrosch radio programs - which I heard 
infrequently, but loved - turned me on to classical music for which I was 
starved from then on. 

1936. My adoptive parents divorced, because my adoptive mother re-entered 
the Catholic Church, owing to my having's-6en a vision of Jesus in delirium 
while I had scarlet fever complicated with pneumonia. She got custody 
and changed my name so that he could not locate me. 

1 937. She placed me in a Catholic-orphanage in Wheeling, W. Va., which was 
not better than a concentration camp, except that we were supposed to 
believe that God delighted in our sufferings, and the more we suffered in 
this life, the happier we would be in heaven. Yecchhh! I spent altogether 
22 months, completing grade school. 

1 941 . Believing that I had a vocation to the priesthood, she put me into a mon¬ 
astery (Trinitarians, Hyattsville, Md.), after getting some kind of special 
dispensation from the Apostolic Delegate because I was under age. It 
didn't work out. 

1944. I graduated from Central Catholic High School in Wheeling, a few months 
before my 14th birthday, the youngest and smallest kid in my class, and 
still a green monkey among the walking Polish jokes who made up most of 
the school, because I was devoted to books and music and that sissified 
intellectual stuff rather than to sports, beer, cars, girl-chasing, and fight¬ 
ing to Prove I was a He-Man, etc. 

1 946. October 3. After hanging around the rectory where my adoptive mother 
continued to work as a domestic servant, I used the phony birth certificate 
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she had gotten for me and joined the Air Farce (sic) - talk about out of the 
frying pan into the fire! I was trained, more or less, at Lackland AFB, 
near Ft. Sam Houston and Kelly Fields, San Antonio, TX. 

1946, December 3/4. I was beaten up and left for dead, circumstances unknown. 

I was taken to the station hospital at Lackland AFB with no memory of my 
earlier life, and in much confusion. Not knowing what to do about it, they 
contacted my adoptive mother, who came there and scared me half to death, 
and who sent a priest to reinstruct me in the Catholic religion, complete with 
threats of hellfire for what I know now to have been relatively minor doubts 
and questionings. I relearned to read and write, and educated myself from 
the hospital library and, afterwards, local public libraries. I learned some¬ 
thing about coins in those. 

1947, Feb. Discharged, "Section 8”, honorable, as "inadaptable". My adoptive 
mother kept me locked up in the house after that as being potentially 
dangerous. (Her mind was going, although I didn't know that at the time.) 

1947, Sept. She sent me to St. Edward's College in Austin, TX. I had 
learned to play the organ, and became organist and assistant choirmaster 
for the college choir and the local boys' choir which was part of a school 
run by the same people who ran St. Edward's. I was happy doing this, but 
my health was breaking down. The day before Thanksgiving, I was ad¬ 
mitted to a V.A. Hospital, unable to sleep and very run down. The next day, 
my adoptive mother disowned me with enough screaming that the authorities 
barred her from ever visiting me again. They put me on sedatives and 
multi-vitamins. In the hospital, I began corresponding about patterns with 
William Guild and about other coins with other people, long since dead. 

1948, May. They let me go, needing my bed for a more acute case - they sent 
me to Boston, figuring I would get into the Hayden Memorial Goodwill Inn 
(the very place which Dr. Sheldon had done much of his research), except 
that neither they nor I had known then it was a place for juvenile delinquents! 

I bummed around Boston through that summer, reading coin books and others, 
and attending concerts, but my health again broke down exactly as in 1947. 

1948, Oct. 8. Admitted to Cushing VA Hospital, where I stayed until August, 
1950. Very much like the hospital in Texas. There I corresponded with 
John J. Ford, Jr., who arranged that I should meet Way te Raymond. 

1950, Dec. 2. I met Wayte Raymond, who hired me to go to the National Archives 
in Washington to check the Mint records for filling in gaps in our knowledge 
of U.S. coins. I also Met Dr. Sheldon, Dorothy Paschal, Doug Smith, and 
others. 

1951 , Jan. I began work at the Archives, continuing this first time through 
March. I also spent time at the Smithsonian with Stuart Mosher, one of 
my dearest friends, then Curator of Numismatics and Editor of THE 
NUMISMATIST. In his disability, I was Acting Editor for part of spring, 

1951 , doing everything from copy-editing and re-writing to proof-reading, 
make-up and layout. He was grooming me to be his successor as Editor, 
but this was opposed by Lew Reagan, then General Secretary of ANA. 

Later that spring, I worked briefly at ANS, thereafter at Stack's, but found 
the screaming bouts between Morton and J.B. to be more than I could take. 
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On Feb. 14, I read in the N.Y. TIMES about the "New Plan" at Johns 
Hopkins University, and at once applied for admission, taking the SAT's 
and getting a pair of 800's on them, which probably helped my application 
more than anything else. In May, I went through the Stepney Hoard of 
Connecticut coppers at Stack's. I had already begun writing for THE 
NUMISMATIST at Mosher's insistence, supporting his claim that I was a 
suitable nominee as his successor. 

1951 , June. I was accepted at Johns Hopkins, and began studies about the 

22nd, taking a concentrated summer course in German to fulfill language 
requirements. I had advanced standing from a few mail order courses done 
while at Cushing Hospital, but no other college credits (I didn't complete 
anything in that partial semester at St. Edwards). As I couldn't afford 
more than the one year of college (my VA benefits wouldn't cover any more 
than that), I used the New Plan procedure of taking exams to fulfill course 
requirements without attending classes. It was a dreadful grind and I was 
twice on the point of dropping out, but I managed to squeak through with an 
87 average and just enough credits to qualify for the A.B. degree, which 
they gave me on June 10, 1952. They did elect me to Phi Beta Kappa. I 
had no extra-curricular activities except the Astronomy Club, the History 
of Ideas Club, and Phalanx, a kind of proto-Mensa. I kept on writing for 
THE NUMISMATIST, but switched to the NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK when 
I found out that they would pay for my articles. I had managed to earn 
enough bread in 1951-2 to keep alive (and occasionally buy some cents for 
my collection) by working for Tom Warfield, whom some of you will 
remember was later a dealer using the name of the Mason-Dixon Coin 
Exchange. I helped Wormser and Ford write catalogues including the 1952 
ANA. 

1952, August. The FBI came and tried to have me busted as an alleged draft 
dodger, in a hilarious mixup - some of you have heard the story in person. 
At 1 952 ANA, I met many of you people. 

1952, Sept. I began full-time work at New Netherlands. As the pay was very 
low, less than I might have made as a ribbon clerk at Woolworth's, I had 
to supplement it with articles for every coin publication that paid anything, 
and with more and more cherry-picking at coinshops and conventions. This 
state of affairs went on until 1 960. In the meantime, Wayte Raymond 
published a lot of my writings, and the 1953-4 and 1 957 editions of his 
Standard Catalogue included many of my contributions. I also gave a lot of 
information to the Guidebook. In 1958, I sold an article, "Numismatics, 
U.S.A." to the Encyclopedia Britannica, but it was not printed until the 
1965 edition. Earlier, I had been working on other non-numismatic pro¬ 
jects, one of them Charles Hapgood's EARTH'S SHIFTING CRUST, 
where I am credited with the index, but a lot of the ideas were developed in 
discussion between Charles and myself. I edited MANA NEWS quarterly, 

1956-60. 

1957. I realized that continuing to work for coin dealers was a dead end, and 
completed a premedical course at Columbia University. I applied to every 
medical school in the USA. Later, I began trying for graduate schools in 
other fields. 

1960, Sept. I was accepted to Berkeley as a graduate student in Sociology - 
the GRE's in the neighborhood of 800 in each part and a Miller Analogies 
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score in the middle 90's probably outweighed my mediocre grades. I 
began to become very active in science-fiction fandom, writing analytic 
and critical studies, along with book reviews. In 1961 , I joined MENSA, 
hoping to find kindred spirits, but dropped out in 1963 owing to the New 
York group’s political infighting. In 1962, I met Marion Z . Bradley, 
through our common acquaintanceship in science-fiction circles, and we 
were married early in 1964; our son Patrick was born on Oct. 31 , 1964, 
our daughter Dorothy on Jan. 10, 1966. I edited NUMISMATIC JOURNAL, 

1 961 -65. 

1963. COIN WORLD had me do regular columns, "Bristles & Barbs", later 
transferred to COINS Magazine. With Don Taxay, I began the Institute of 
Numismatic Authenticators; this has been dormant since ANACS started 
full scale. The middle 1 960's were marked mostly by the abortive attempt 
to set up the Curriculum of Numismatics at Roosevelt University (lack of 
funding prevented it from becoming a full department headed by a professor 
and assistants), and by increasing illness and unemployment. Lester 
Merkin, gentleman, scholar, and good friend, hired me part time to write 
his catalogues 1963-1972, but his 1965 and 1968 robberies made it 
financially impossible for him to keep me on full time. I lived, after a 
fashion, on unemployment compensation for much of that period, and spent 
much of 1967 in Haight-Ashbury, realizing that the M.A. degree I received 
in June, 1 966 was about as useful to me as a second hole in the head. Late 
in 1 967, I moved back to NY, on the promise of full-time work which did 
not materialize. We lived thereafter on unemployment, on occasional gigs 
with Lester Merkin, and on a variety of writing assignments ranging from 
record liner notes (Parnassus Records), through work for underground 
newspapers under a variety of names, to the 1970-71 editorship of SYBIL 
LEEK'S ASTROLOGY JOURNAL. I was given membership #3 in EAC and 
was invited to join NLG, SPMC, LSCC, and a variety of other numismatic 
specialty groups. In 1972, after a windfall at the ANA Convention, I 
managed to raise enough money to move back to the West Coast, where I have 
lived since. 

1973, Jan. 1 . Stanley Apfelbaum appointed me Vice President of FCI, which 

position I still hold. Since 1973, I have been regularly winning awards from 
NLG on my writings. 

1975, April 21 . I gave a lecture at Princeton University, "Tolkien and the 
Occult Revival", sponsored jointly by the English Department, the Infinity 
Club (student science-fiction group), and the Society of Middle-Earth 
Readers (another student literary group specializing in Tolkien's work). 

The lecture will constitute on chapter in my forthcoming book TOLKIEN 
AND WAGNER: TWO RINGS OF POWER. 

1976, Jan. 7. I gave a seminar at Esalen Institute, Big Sur, Calif., sponsored 
by the Physics/Consciousness Research Group, Inc., "Some Effects of 
Music on Consciousness: Overview and Preliminary Explorations". The 
audience consisted of about 30 scientists-physicists, "Fourth Force" 
psychologists, mathematicians, astronomers, cosmologists, chemists, etc. 
This seminar lasted five hours including musical examples, and tapes were 
made. 

1977, SPMC is reprinting, with revisions, my various serials on U.S. paper 
currencies ("New Looks at Old Notes") from NUMISMATIC NEWS WEEKLY. 
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My book A COINER'S CAVIAR: ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COLONIAL AND 
U.S. PROOF COINS 1722-1977 has just been published. I am now com¬ 
pleting a book of mini-monographs on all the Colonial and U.S. series of 
coins, tentative title EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW 
ABOUT COLONIAL AND AMERICAN MONEY* /*BUT NEVER KNEW 
WHERE TO ASK. 

************* 

(Editor's note: Walter Breen failed to mention in the above that he has a reading 
knowledge in French, German, Spanish, Italian, Latin, and classical Greek, 
sufficient to complete many assignments in professional translation, ranging 
from poetry and opera libretti to sociology and film criticism. 

As for honors he has received, he received the ANA's Health Literary Award 
in 1953; the Fifth Award in Poet Laureateship of California in 1962; the Silver 
Medallion of Honor from Roosevelt University in 1965, and was made Honorary 
Vice President of the Rittenhouse Society in 1 958. 

He lists his hobbies as being camping, medieval pageantry, musical per¬ 
formance, and travel.) 

************* 

AND MORE ABOUT OUR MEMBERS - as told by them in their own mini- 
autobiograph i es: 

"DONN PEARLMAN (EAC No. 660) is a 'born again' numismatist. He gave 
up four years of adolescent coin collecting when he discovered girls in early 
1962, resuming his numismatic pursuits in 1975 when he walked past a downtown 
Chicago coin store and was astounded to see the price of Proof sets that year. 
*What has happened to coin prices?', he thought to himself. Since that wintry 
day more than three years ago, he has successively fought off the flu bug twice, 
but he has been unable to shake the coin collecting bug. 

Pearlman specializes in Connecticut Copper varieties and in investigating 
mail-order dealers who grossly overgrade their falsely advertized merchandise. 
For his three-month probe of such practices, Pearlman was awarded the 
Professional Numismatics Guild (PNG) 1977 'Sol Kaplan Award for Outstanding 
Service to Numismatics' which he received during the PNG banquet in Atlanta 
in August. His investigation led to the suspension of several advertisers from 
leading coin publications. 

Pearlman is a reporter/anchorman for WBBM-CBS Radio in Chicago; and, 
as of this writing, he is negotiating with the CBS-owned radio stations for a 
Monday-through-Friday broadcast series on coin collecting, if negotiations 
are successful, the daily series could be heard in New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Washington, Detroit, Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 

He attended Northern Illinois University and the University of Kansas; is 
31 years old; married, with one child (a boy, aged 4) and a cat (neutered* aged 
8). . . .or, is it the other way around? EACers can feel free to write to CBS 
Radio and encourage the powers-that-be to provide a daily series on coin collect¬ 
ing . 


Pearlman is also a Vice-President of the Morton Grove (Illinois) Coin Club 
and a contributor to COIN WORLD and NUMISMATIC NEWS.” 

************* 
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To ^ 


Patrick R. Breen 
P.O. Box 352 
Berkeley, CA 94701 
January 3, 1993 


Don 

It is with a heavy heart and some trepidation that I write this letter on behalf 
of Walter. I have been taking care of his affairs since his current smng of misfortune 
began, and things were at least proceeding according to plan: I had replaced his 
missing computer and had transferred the majority of his software to a compatible 
formal so that his writing could continue upon his release. However, with the 

discovery of Walter having terminal cancer, all this was changed. 

Walter first had colon cancer, which tht n metastasized to the liver. The 
original tumor was removed, but the cancer had spread to the liver VERY 
thoroughly, and was declared inoperable, except by extreme heroic s ^g e JT- As lt 
that weren’t bad enough Walter is without insurance due to the tact that his 
resignation was demanded by his employer, and the insurance materials were not 
processed properly. The doctors have given himless than ayear without 
chemotherapy, and up to two or three with it. This is a hard choice for any man to 
make, especially with the awareness of side effects and the ever-present fact that it 
just plain may not work. But that isn t all of it. . j 

Walter is deeply in debt at this point to his lawyer for having attempted to 
persuade the justice system that a man who is dying should not have to serve hard 
ume, much less subject the state to the length;/, expensive, and ultimately fade 
efforts of modern medicine to save his life. Walter has paid the man over one 
hundred thousand dollars of his own money in the process of his dd 
reached the end of his resources, which brings me to the point 9 f this letter Walter 
needs money to pay for his remaining legal bills, and to obtain any form of medical 

care P 0 ^le.^ been j enoug h to offer h;m work when he gets out of jail, but 
to work he must survive, and with massive debt, failing health, and no insurance to 
cover his extreme medical needs, the situation is critical. Twenty thousand dollars 
will not be adequate for the totality, but it wil pay off the attorney and will help 
him to gain medical treatment while seeking insurance or some method of payment 
for this Checks made payable to Walter Breen aw acceptable and can be mailed to 
the above address. I appreciate your assistance m his nme oi need. 


Sin:erely. 

fausCjg.r 

/Patrick Breen 
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The-Americais -Numismatic-Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway at ■ 15 5 th 5tr eet 


New York- NY. 10032 


August 11, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

As a matter of curiosity, you can see from the enclosed that Marion 
Zimmer Bradley's latest book is number 12 on the German bestseller 
lists. It is also doing guite well in Britain - Waterstone's is 
promoting it quite heavily. I don't know how that affects the 
financial situation of other members of the family, but I trust it 
cannot hurt. 


All the best, 




THE ORIGINAL WALTER BREEN RESPONSE TO ERIC P. NEWMAN DATED 
JAN. 1952 (MISDATED 1951) 

stating in paragraph 3 that the imitation halfpence of the Stepney Hoard are probably 

THE RETAINED COPY OF THE ERIC P. NEWMAN INQUIRY TO WALTER 
BREEN DATED JANUARY 17,1952 ASKING WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
IMITATION HALFPENCE IN THE STEPNEY HOARD. 


